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EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, TZ, RH. BC 

SUBJECT: NYERERE PROPOSAL FOR TIGHTENING RHODESIAN SANCTIONS 

REF: DARES SALAAM 1102 

1 . DEPARTMENT BELIEVES THAT NYERERE'S SUGGESTION THAT WE 
TALK WITH KHAMA ABOUT TIGHTENING SANCTIONS ON RHODESIA 
WITH THE US OFFERING TO COMPENSATE BOTSWANA FOR ITS RESULT- 
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ANT ECONOMIC LOSSES IS A NON-STARTER. KHAMA HAS NOT RAISED 
THIS MATTER WITH US AND WE DO NOT FAVOR A US INITIATIVE 
IN THIS DIRECTION. WE AGREE WITH KHAMA'S REMARK IN 1976 
THAT CLOSING THE BOTSWANA BORDER WITH RHODESIA WOULD CAUSE 
BOTSWANA TO HURT ITSELF MORE THAN IT WOULD HURT RHODESIA. 

2. AT PRESENT ONLY ABOUT 20 PER CENT OF RHODESIAN RAIL 
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TRAFFIC PASSES THROUGH BOTSWANA. RHODESIA COULD PROBABLY 
INCREASE TRAFFIC ON ITS DIRECT RAIL LINK TO SOUTH AFRICA 
TO MAKE UP FOR THE LOSS OF THE BOTSWANA LINK. FOR BOTSWANA 
CLOSURE OF BORDER WOULD CREATE VERY SERIOUS ECONOMIC AND 
POLITICAL PROBLEMS. BOTSWANA IS HEAVILY DEPENDENT ON THE 
RAILROAD WHICH IS RUN BY RHODESIA. BOTSWANA'S MAIN FOREIGN 
EXCHANGE EARNERS, COPPER-NICKEL MATTE AND BEEF, MOVE BY 
RAIL. TO MAINTAIN THE RAILROAD AFTER CLOSURE OF THE 
BORDER, AN ESTIMATED $70 MILLION WOULD BE NEEDED TO 
PURCHASE ROLLING STOCK AND ABOUT 500 EXPATRIATE TECHNICIANS 

AND MANAGERS WOULD BE REQUIRED. THE DIRECT AND 
INDIRECT ECONOMIC COST WOULD BE SUCH AS TO REQUIRE 
A MAJOR MULTILATERAL EFFORT. IT IS CONCEIVABLE 
THAT BOTSWANA WOULD BECOME MORE HEAVILY DEPENDENT 
UPON SOUTH AFRICA. 

3. THE FOREGOING IS FOR YOUR INFO ONLY. SHOULD 
THE SUBJECT COME UP AGAIN, YOU SHOULD SAY THAT OUR 
ASSESSMENT OF THE COSTS TO BOTSWANA OR RAILROAD CLOSURE 
GREATLY EXCEED THE DAMAGE WHICH WOULD RESULT IN 
RHODESIA. THE BOTSWANA GOVERNMENT, AWARE OF THE 
SITUATION AND PROBLEMS INVOLVED, IS NOT, TO OUR 
KNOWLEDGE, PURSUING RAIL CLOSURE. 


VANCE 

SECRET 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: SANCTIONS, RAILROADS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 17-Mar-1977 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Date: 22 May 2009 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977STATE059456 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: WFEATON:PS 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770092-0012 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770348/aaaabqds.tel 

Line Count: 88 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 3b0a7db6-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ORIGIN SS 

Original Classification: SECRET 

Original Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Reference: 77 DAR ES SALAAM 1102 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 08-Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3074758 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: NYERERE PROPOSAL FOR TIGHTENING RHODESIAN SANCTIONS 
TAGS: PFOR, TZ, RH, BC, US, (NYERERE, JULIUS K), (KHAMA, SERETSA M) 

To: DAR ES SALAAM 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/3b0a7db6-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



